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When | look at people | recognise that they are more than just the

circumstances of their lives. | see individuals, whole people, who have hopes

and dreams and talents just as real as the problems and weaknesses that beset them.
Jesus reached out to people in love, meeting them at their point of need.

Circumstances are changing constantly, but people still yearn for the security that comes

from knowing that they matter. This is how people grow.

Depth and breadth

A picture of growth

Our dominant culture is adept at overlooking those
it would like to forget. Wesley Mission is called to
be counter-cultural and to stand alongside the poor,
the disadvantaged, the marginalised. Like us, they
were created in God’s image. We seek to help them
to appreciate the family resemblance we all share.

Reading through the 2007-08 year in the life of
Wesley Mission, you will encounter many reasons
to rejoice in great accomplishments and remarkable
outcomes. At the same time you will recognise the
tragedy of needs that were not fully addressed, not
because of a lack of commitment, but arising from a
lack of physical and financial resources.

This Annual Review can give only a snapshot

of our work and cannot hope to record every
notable aspect of the past year. The full account
of everything achieved through the work of Wesley
Mission would fill a library with significant progress
in Employment Services, Family and Community
Services, Ageing and Disability Services, Health,
Counselling and Accommodation Services and
Business Services.

During the year, we have seen a change of
Commonwealth Government. For Wesley Mission
this brings new challenges as we seek to respond
with fresh approaches to our ongoing work.

Our strategic organising concept, ‘Joined Up
Thinking and Practice’, remains at the centre,

and is a positive factor in tackling opportunities

in mission and care.

Wesley Mission annual review

In every sector, services have expanded
geographically or in depth and breadth. In Ageing
and Disability Services, Community Support gained
new funding allowing for 48 new Community Aged
Care Packages, expanding into the St George

area, and for 12 new Extended Aged Care in the
Home (EACH) packages with a new EACH program
established in the Sutherland Shire.

Family and Community Services is moving

toward more holistic care, with Customer Service
Coordinators facilitating access to services within
an exciting Community Hub model. Projects in
Riverstone, Rouse Hill and Marayong support families
with young children through ‘one stop shops’,
assisting parents with social networks, parenting
skills, information and referrals to local services.

Partners in the work

Partnerships with other service providers,
government agencies and other areas of Wesley
Mission have produced growth and innovation.
Within Health, Counselling and Accommodation
Services, State and Commonwealth Government
funding increases for Financial Counselling
Services fully recognise the serious financial stress
experienced by many Australians.

Commitment, clear goals and determination have
led to great improvement and the promise of further
successes in the year to come. In Employment
Services the Personal Support Program was
recognised as one of the most effective, ranking
number one in 8 of the 12 areas in which we operate
in Federal Government reviews. Likewise the
Community Work Coordinator program rated most
effective in 12 of the 19 areas in which we work.

Since 1973, principally under the management

of the late Harold S Cottee, the Cottee Orchard
enterprise has returned in excess of $3m to
Wesley Mission’s Family and Community Services.
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