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Student Handbook

Do all the good you can  
because every life matters



Rev Keith V Garner AM
Superintendent/CEO

We offer people the opportunity to 
extend their skills through a variety of 
leisure, lifestyle and educational 
courses. Our courses keep students 
mentally stimulated and active, 
improving their health and wellbeing. 
Our staff and volunteers are motivated 
by sharing in a student’s sense of 
achievement in accomplishing 
something new.
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Welcome to Wesley School for Seniors
About Wesley School for Seniors
Wesley School for Seniors is an inclusive 
community that fosters lifelong learning and 
friendship. 

Founded nearly 40 years ago, School for 
Seniors is an initiative of Wesley Mission and is 
governed by the School for Seniors Council. 

With over 100 courses to choose from, the 
school offers a relaxed environment for people 
over 55 to participate in a wide range of 
educational and recreational activities.

School for Seniors helps meet the physical, 
social, intellectual, and spiritual needs of seniors 
in the wider Sydney community, while providing 
opportunities to make new friends and learn 
new skills.

Vision
Developing and nurturing an environment of 
peer learning, social involvement, education and 
recreation for seniors.

Mission
To foster learning, friendship, and wellbeing 
among seniors.

Motto
Lifelong learning with friends.

From the Program Coordinator
I’m so glad you’ve chosen to be part of the 
Wesley School for Seniors community! 

Together with our team of volunteer tutors, we’re 
committed to helping you learn new skills and 
meet new friends through a broad range of 
educational and recreational courses.

In addition, you’ll have the opportunity to attend 
School for Seniors church services, and 
celebrate other important days such as 
Multicultural Day, Grandparents’ Day and 
Volunteer Appreciation Day. 

If at any stage you would like someone to talk to 
about more personal matters, our pastoral care 
and counselling support services are available 
for all students.

I hope your classes help grow your love of 
learning and provide enjoyable opportunities to 
socialise with the wider School for Seniors 
community.

Jeannie Mathews, Program Coordinator

Our locations
Wesley Centre
Level 3, 220 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2118
Ph: (02) 9263 5416 or (02) 9263 5348
Email: schoolforseniors@wesleymission.org.au

Alan Walker Village
1 Dalmar Place, Carlingford NSW 2118
Ph: (02) 9857 2700
Email: schoolforseniors@wesleymission.org.au  
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We are fortunate to have 
many committed volunteers 
who generously give us their 
time and expertise. 

Management Structure
Wesley School for Seniors is financially 
supported by Wesley Mission, with additional 
funds raised through student membership 
fees, grants and fundraising activities. 
The governance, financial and legislative 
compliance of School for Seniors is directed 
by Wesley Mission. 

School Council
Wesley School for Seniors is supported in 
governance matters by the School Council, 
which is made up of management, tutors and 
student representatives. School Council 
members share their knowledge and expertise 
to promote best practices. 

Program Coordinator
The Program Coordinator is responsible for 
the operational management of the school’s 
programs, ensuring all activity of the School 
for Seniors facilitates the aims and objectives 
of the school in accordance with the values 
and ethos of Wesley Mission. The Program 
Coordinator reports to the Operations 
Manager and the School for Seniors Council. 

Volunteers
The success of our school relies on the talent 
and dedication of our volunteers. School for 
Seniors recognises the valuable contribution of 
more than 80 tutors and 10 admin volunteers. 
Without them we would not be able to cater for 
our 450-plus students. 

All School for Seniors tutors are volunteers of 
Wesley Mission who generously donate their 
time and expertise. They are enthusiastic and 
compassionate people who like to share their 
skills and knowledge with others. 

6     Wesley School for Seniors | Student Handbook



Courses at School for Seniors
There are approximately 450 students who 
attend the School every week Monday to Friday.

Information regarding courses on offer can be 
found on the enrolment form. Brief course 
descriptions and newly introduced courses can 
be found in the Course Catalogue at the 
reception area or on the website. Additional 
information is available on request. 

The minimum age to enrol as a School for Seniors 
student is 55 with no maximum age limit. 

School for Seniors is committed to lifelong 
learning and friendship. We encourage students 
to develop their creative skills, maintain physical 
activity and take time to develop friendships 
with fellow students. 

There are no exams and no certificates of 
achievement. There is a great deal of fun, 
laughter and support for one another. 

There are over one hundred courses being run 
at the school each term.  These range from the 
fields of music, dance and fitness to art, 
language, history and computers. 

How to enrol
• Enrolments open two weeks prior to the 

beginning of a new term and continue during 
the term.

• If you are enrolling for the first time, you are 
required to complete a personal details 
form, a health declaration and a term 
enrolment form.

• Term enrolment forms are available at 
the School for Seniors office reception. 
Alternatively, you can download and print 
the enrolment form from the Wesley 
Mission website.

• Submit your form to the School for Seniors 
office reception when making payment for 
your courses.

Term fee entitlements
Your term fees entitle you to the following:

• Attendance at a maximum of five courses 
over a week, unless you have paid extra for 
an additional course.

• A copy of the School for Seniors newsletter 
at the end of each term.

• Participation in the end of year concert and 
all other activities offered by the school.

Enrolment fee structure
• The fee for 1 to 5 courses is $60 per term.

• Additional courses are $10 each per term.

• Computer courses will incur an extra 
small fee of $10 per term.

• A visitor’s fee or a daily fee for single 
access to a particular class is $10.

• Summer and Winter School classes 
are paid for separately.

Request for refunds  
Once a registration is processed, refunds can 
only be arranged if a course is cancelled or 
changed by School for Seniors. Written 
requests detailing extenuating circumstances 
for students withdrawing from courses will be 
considered at the discretion of School for 
Seniors.
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Events at School 
for Seniors
Throughout the year there are number 
of events including guest talks, holiday 
workshops, student concerts, church 
services, multicultural day, fundraising 
events, and volunteer appreciation activities.

Church services
Church services are held at School for 
Seniors three times a year including pastoral 
care and counselling support.

Social events
School for Seniors holds a cultural or social 
event every term bringing students and 
volunteers together to celebrate the vitality 
of School for Seniors. At the end of the year 
a grand concert is organised at the Wesley 
Theatre showcasing the talent of the various 
participants.

Communication
All communication is made in the following 
ways:

• General changes or prior knowledge of 
changes will be displayed on noticeboards 
or you can ask at the School for Seniors 
office reception.

• The School for Seniors newsletter is a 
great medium to obtain information about 
upcoming events and is available from the 
school office.

• In case of the potential absence of a tutor, 
we will endeavour to inform the class in 
advance.

• Term course lists with days and timings 
and allocation of rooms are displayed on 
the noticeboard or can be requested at 
the School for Seniors office reception.

• There is no need for a student to inform 
the office of an absence unless it’s for 
an extended period after enrolment.

• Feedback can be provided through the 
annual survey, at the School for Seniors 
office reception or via email to 
schoolforseniors@wesleymission.org.au.  
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Our commitment to you
Your rights
Students can expect the right to: 

• Learn in a supportive and encouraging 
environment.

• Be treated fairly and ethically with respect, 
dignity and tolerance. 

• Have access to information about School for 
Seniors regulations, policies and procedures.

• To have any records concerning them dealt 
with in ways that are secure, with access 
restricted to designated persons of School 
for Seniors.

• Representation on the School For Seniors 
School Council through the due process for 
election to that body. 

• Be able to register a complaint or grievance 
while at School for Seniors.

• Have the opportunity for their grievance to be 
dealt in a confidential and unbiased manner.

Your responsibilities
Students have the responsibility to:

• Behave in a manner that demonstrates 
respect, dignity and tolerance towards staff, 
tutors and fellow students.

• Respect School for Seniors property and the 
property of others on the Wesley Mission 
premises.

• Not purport to speak or act on behalf of 
School for Seniors unless explicitly 
authorised to do so.

• Uphold the reputation of School for Seniors 
while engaged in school activities.

• Adhere to School for Seniors rules, 
regulations, policies and procedures.

• Contribute to the organisational, social and 
cultural life of the School for Seniors.

Program Coordinator contact information 
Jeannie Mathews
Ph: (02) 9263 5416; 9263 5348 
Fax: (02) 9017 8086
Email: schoolforseniors@wesleymission.org.au
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Wesley Mission services
For over 200 years our commitment to 
Christian faith has guided us to create 
long-term holistic solutions that address  
the needs of the whole person, not just  
their current challenges.

To find out about our complete range of 
services, and how they may be able to help

please call 1800 000 000 or  
visit wesleymission.org.au

Do all the good you can  
because every life matters

Connect with us on social media

Wesley Congregational Life

We are a uniquely shaped church dedicated to sharing 
God’s love in both Word and deed by supporting our 
community services with prayerful encouragement 
and practical engagement. We welcome you to join us 
for worship and spiritual support.

Wesley Disability Services

If you’re living with disability, we can help you connect 
with your community and develop the life skills you 
need to live a full and contributing life. Our support 
includes help finding employment, in-home support 
and respite services. 

Wesley Retirement Living & Aged Care

Wesley Mission offers a safe and welcoming 
community, where you can remain independent and 
live an active life. Our health professionals help you 
choose the accommodation, lifestyle services and 
level of care that’s right for you. 

Wesley Home Care

Wesley Home Care helps you choose the support  
and services you need to live independently and safely 
in your own home. Our in-home support can include 
cleaning, transport, home maintenance and social 
activities.
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Get involved
To volunteer, donate or leave a bequest visit 
wesleymission.org.au
Wesley Mission 
220 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
PO Box A5555, Sydney South NSW 1235 
Ph: (02) 9263 5555 
Email: communications@wesleymission.org.au 
wesleymission.org.au

Superintendent/CEO: Rev Keith V Garner AM

ABN 42 164 655 145
Wesley Mission is a part of the Uniting Church in Australia.

Contact us 

Wesley Centre
Level 3, 220 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2118  
Ph: (02) 9263 5416 or (02) 9263 5348 
Email: schoolforseniors@wesleymission.org.au 
wesleymission.org.au

Office Hours: 9 am to 3 pm Monday to Friday

Please use Reception as a point of contact 
for general School enquiries.

Alan Walker Village
1 Dalmar Place, Carlingford NSW 2118
Ph: 1800 676 039
Email: schoolforseniors@wesleymission.org.au 
wesleymission.org.au


