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2 Corinthians 8:1-12 

1 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given 
the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they 
were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with 
us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord's people. 5 And they went beyond our 
expectations; having given themselves first of all to the Lord, they gave themselves by the 
will of God also to us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring 
also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But since you excel in everything in–faith, 
in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you–
see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test 
the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, 
so that you through his poverty might become rich. 10 And here is my judgment about what 
is best for you in this matter. Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the 
desire to do so. 11 Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be 
matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, 
the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have. 

 

As I continue my exploration on the theme of Generosity, I remind you that this short series 
of three addresses leads us to the point and objective of thinking about our own weekly 
giving. Today we also celebrate the 40th Anniversary of Wesley Aunties & Uncles program.   

 

This program had a significant life prior to joining Wesley Mission and yet, when it became 
part of the wider Wesley family, it was clear that it was in every sense a cultural fit. Not only 
did we welcome Aunties & Uncles, but also fully embraced the deeper Christian undergirding 
of this gift to the community. 

 

For Christians, generosity is a hugely important theme, which begins in the glory of God and 
leads to our response in returning time, talents and treasure and specifically in terms of our 
service to the community.  We need to think purposefully about the use of our resources–but 
also the way in which we share our lives with others. 

 

There is a prayer of David in 1 Chronicles 29. The people brought gifts to build a magnificent 
temple for God‟s glory. “Everything in heaven and on earth is yours,” declares David (v.11) 
and “we have given you only what comes from your hand.” (v.14) 

 

When we embrace Christ in our lives, the call to generosity is natural and is linked to joy, 
which of course is a fruit of God‟s Spirit in our lives. 

 

All constructive and creative living begins in the spirit of generosity. It is the purpose that lies 
behind our giving, but not gift itself, which makes the difference.



 
 

 
 

In 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, Paul explains the arrangements for an offering to be taken for two 
specific Greek churches. This was for impoverished Christian communities at the time. We 
also read about it in Romans 15 and 1 Corinthians 16. It was obviously an important matter 
or why would it be mentioned in these key passages? 

 

Paul never viewed giving or service as a mundane matter or something to be seen as though 
it were on the periphery of issues.The grace of giving and the generosity of service is core to 
what it means to live out the Christian life. 

 

We must continually consider the way we use our resources and the talents which God has 
given to us. What we have been given by God is a powerful tool to change the world and 
meaningfully respond to God in each and every setting. 

 

Like our service, our giving is rooted in the gospel. We must never find ourselves simply 
pleading for people to support us–and begging for offerings to rise. It is conclusively a gospel 
issue that: 

 

 Expresses the nature of God amongst us 

 Can be a unique gift of the Spirit 

 Is inspired by God‟s love 

 Is proportionate to what we have and can do. 

 

In the early days of  Aunties & Uncles at Wesley Mission, a short film was made of an 
interview with a young person and an older aunt. It was obvious that she had made such a 
difference to the young person, even if at first the person giving the mentoring and caring 
time was modest about the contribution that could be made. It was moving and spoke of the 
nature of Christian giving. 

 

What helps to define a generous pattern of Christian giving? 

 

CHRISTIAN GENEROSITY IS AN EXPRESSION OF THE NATURE OF GOD 

 

Paul does not begin by saying to the church or potential supporters, “You are such a 
generous lot!” He begins by talking about the generosity of God. 

 

Generosity and Grace are two very closely related thoughts in the New Testament. Grace 
denotes the favour and kindness of God. This is shown supremely in the incarnate life and 
atoning death of Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 8:9 and Philippians 2:6 ff). For us, this becomes 
the greatest example of generosity. 

 

We may feel somehow that God as Creator may want to show some reasonable favour to us, 
but when we consider our sinfulness and selfishness, we have to conclude that we deserve 
nothing of his kindness. Grace is the undeserved love of God for his people. 

 

A homeless man was one day looking for a handout at a time of difficulty for him and he 
came upon one of those picturesque English villages. He was hungry almost to the point of 
fainting. He stopped by a pub bearing the classic name „The Inn of St George and the 
Dragon‟. 

 

“Please, ma‟am, could you spare me a bite to eat?” he asked the lady who answered his 
knock at the kitchen door. 

“A bite to eat,” she growled, “for a sorry, no-good layabout–a foul-smelling beggar?  No,” she 
snapped as she almost slammed the door on his hand. 

 



 
 

 
 

Half-way down the lane, the man turned and eyed the name of the pub „St George and the 
Dragon‟. He returned and asked the woman, “Well, ma‟am, if St George is in, may I speak to 
him?” 

 

Christian generosity gets us far beyond feelings that we are to be applauded for what we do 
and breaks through the harshness that so often presents itself as a reasoned response to 
need. 

 

If we offer ourselves to young people and give quality time, the truth is that we are always 
going to receive far more than we ever give. 

 

Many folks spend their lives building for themselves in terms of career and profile, guarding 
their own assets and so on.  Yet, giving to God and to others has real quality about it.  The 
richness of God‟s grace will bless you beyond measure. 

 

Such giving is consistent with that which is demonstrated toward us in the love of God in the 
Person of Jesus Christ.  It becomes second nature to those who are serious about following 
him. 

 

CHRISTIAN GIVING CAN BE A GIFT OF THE SPIRIT – v.7 

 

The Christians at Corinth excelled in many gifts.  One only has to consider what we read in 1 
Corinthians 12 and 14. Among those gifts are faith, speech, knowledge, earnestness and 
love.  But here the Apostle urges this early Christian community also to excel “in this grace of 
giving”. 

 

Meanness can be exercised by people who have the ability to act otherwise.  Susan 
Crawford once commented, “When I went out carol singing for a charity last night, my 
suspicions were confirmed. The more lights outside the house, the less the occupants were 
prepared to give.” 

 

The same lesson came home to me when, as a young Christian, I shared in the annual door-
to-door collection across Britain to support Christian Aid. It was often the people who had 
little who were prepared to give more. 

 

I commend to you the extended legend told of the boy in the biblical account, who gave up 
his five barley loaves and two small fishes so that the Lord could feed the crowd. The legend 
told how the boy hurried home, after all the fragments had been gathered, and told his 
mother about the exciting incident. 

 

With eyes still big with wonder, he told how his five little barley cakes and two dried fishes 
had multiplied in the Saviour‟s hands until there was enough to satisfy five thousand hungry 
people.  And then, with a wistful look, he added, “I wonder, Mum, whether it would be that 
way with everything you gave him.” 

 

It is interesting that Paul includes in his list of charismata “contributing to the needs of others” 
(Romans 12:8). The grace of giving is a spiritual gift. 

 

In considering God‟s gifts, one writer made the distinction between the ways in which God 
generously bestows his gifts on everyone–and then in special measure to some. 

 

I would want to contend that all Christians are called to be generous, irrespective of their 
means–but some are given to the particular „gift of giving‟. 

 



 
 

 
 

What is often not said, but needs to be said, is that those with significant resources are called 
to be good stewards of those resources and to exercise generosity as God enables them. 

 

Time can be one of the most precious of all gifts if we are prepared to offer it to God.  Each 
of us can ask how much of our time we see directed in the ways of God‟s service. Of course 
it is true that: 

 

 All of our time is his 

 All that we do is in his service 

 

However, time and possessions that are specifically used in his service have a special 
quality about them. 

 

A journalist, Raymond Duncan, made the point that every year it takes less time to fly across 
the ocean and longer to drive to the office. Giving our time is likely to be one of the most 
precious gifts we can offer.   

 

CHRISTIAN GIVING IS INSPIRED BY GOD’S LOVE IN CHRIST – v.8 

 

Paul made it clear that he was not commanding people to give. This is not only a Pauline 
principle, but is consistent with the whole weight of scripture. He makes the point that their 
giving will “test the sincerity of their love”. 

 

Generosity can never be enforced.  It flows from the heart.  Although he had authority as an 
apostle to offer clear guidelines and leadership, it must be the grace of God that we see in 
Jesus Christ that inspires Christian giving. 

 

Just as the grace of God is at work within us (v.1) so the grace of Christ challenges us to 
respond in the totality of our commitment in a similar manner (v.9). This searching principle is 
one that we must measure ourselves against. 

 

Later in the same chapter, Paul uses the harvest as a pattern of giving, which can also be 
seen in the way we serve our community: 

 

 We reap what we sow–if we sow sparingly, we will reap sparingly and if we sow 
generously, we will reap generously  

 Secondly, what we reap has a double purpose–God is concerned not only to meet 
current and present needs, but also to make provision for the future. 

 

Paul does not preach a prosperity gospel, though some have suggested he does. He says 
we will be made rich in every way, but he makes it quite clear that we must be generous on 
every occasion without thought of return.   

 

He writes, “Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by 
your completion of it, according to your means.” (v.11) 

 

Our giving and service is the living exposition of our understanding of God. Put simply, this 
means our giving expresses our theology. By giving, we express our confidence that God 
can use what we offer him. By serving, we believe that God is worthy of being served. 

 

For those who have the enormous privilege of mentoring young people, this is best 
understood when it is seen as a God-given opportunity. 

 

 In doing so, you may support a whole family 



 
 

 
 

 In doing so, you will offer a sensitive pattern which will enrich a life for ever 

 In doing so, you can see God‟s grace at work in a new and wonderful way. 

 

Young people have so much to offer to us. Sometimes it can be demanding to be a mentor.  
One person wrote, “The young are always ready to give to those who are older than 
themselves from the full benefit of their inexperience.” But what a joy and privilege to serve in 
this way. 

 

CHRISTIAN GENEROSITY IS PROPORTIONATE TO WHAT WE HAVE OR CAN DO – 
v.v.10-12 

 

When you read this chapter in depth, you come to understand that in the year prior to the 
letter being delivered, the Corinthian Christians had been first not only in giving, but also in 
their eagerness to do so. “Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the 
desire to do so.” (v.10) 

 

The Apostle is encouraging, even urging his readers to continue and finish the task they had 
begun. Our desire and our doing must match each other. 

 

When it comes to our work at Wesley Mission, some of the most significant aspects of 
volunteering come from a belief that we don‟t merely want to think about serving, we want to 
do it–in other words, to put our faith into practice.   

 

Our service and giving must be proportionate to our ability and means to do so. Eager 
willingness must come first, but it must be followed by a practical application. 

 

The words „according to your means‟ are very powerful and they do not stand in isolation, for 
we can trace this theme from the Acts of the Apostles. In Acts 11:29, members of the church 
in Antioch gave to famine-stricken Judean Christians, “each according to his ability”. The 
same principle is outworked in Acts 2 and Acts 4, as members of the church in Jerusalem 
gave “each according to his need”. 

 

I remember hearing George Morris talking about life in the Appalachian Mountains of North 
America, at the time of the Great Depression.   

 

During such times, one writer reported how he met an impoverished elderly woman in the 
hollows of Appalachia. She was living in a tiny shack with dirt floors, no heat, and no 
plumbing.   

 

He asked her, “What would you do if someone came along and gave you some money to 
help you out?” The woman rocked in her chair and said, “I guess I‟d give it to the poor.” 

 

This story could be replicated again and again across all our cultures. There is an old ditty 
that runs:  

 

It‟s not what you do with a million, 

If riches should e‟re be your lot, 

But what are you doing at the present, 

With the dollar and a half you‟ve got? 

 

John Stott concludes, “Of course there are times when we are called to give as the 
Macedonians gave, out of proportion to their income, as a sacrificial offering in particular 
circumstances.  But the principle here is a foundational one. Christian giving should never be 
less than proportionate to our income.” 

 



 
 

 
 

It is in this context that the tithe makes sense and that Christian stewardship develops. But 
we must remember that the gift is over and above what is a logical discipline. There is an 
extravagance that cannot be avoided in all serious giving. 

 

 

 

 


