Spring 2019

A turning point
that changed
Greg’s life
Discipleship
under testing
conditions

Addressing

homelessness
in the heart of Sydney

Wesley Impact! Hello
Spring 2019

04

Hello
Here at Wesley Mission it has been a busy time of year. In seeking to
fulfil our mission of bringing dignity and hope to people in need, we’re
totally refurbishing our key crisis accommodation service in Surry
Hills. To be known as the Wesley Edward Eagar Centre, the new model
will demonstrate that we not only have the commitment but the
capacity to plan for many more years to come. The upgrade will put
people’s needs at the forefront and reflect the totality of care we
deliver for some of the city’s most vulnerable adults.
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Contact

At this time of the year, I conduct a number of Wesley LifeForce Suicide Memorial
Services. For over 35 years, we’ve been involved in helping families and friends who
experience the loss of suicide – and they need our thoughts and prayers.
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In June we visited Tonga where I was invited to preach at the ordination service at
the Free Wesleyan Church. The church was full to overflowing with more than 2,000
worshippers. Tonga’s Royal family has been connected closely with the church
since 1845 and we were invited to attend the 60th birthday celebration for the King
of Tonga.
The Heroes United luncheon in June was a significant Wesley Mission event, which
helped to highlight the importance of our mission to people who are experiencing
homelessness. Four community heroes, Ben Farinazzo, Dana Vulin, Todd Russell
and Louisa Hope, shared their stories of overcoming adversity and how they found
hope not only to survive but thrive in their lives.

Wordwise

Project Manager: Elizabeth Leow

My wife Carol and I visited Hong Kong in August where I was invited to minister to
Hong Kong’s Methodist International Church. We arrived during the unrest sparked
by proposed changes to Hong Kong’s Extradition Law, when thousands of peaceful
protesters took to the streets. It’s good to see that the Christian influence remains
strong in Hong Kong and our Methodist Church continues to exercise its most
effective ministry of community influence.

“The annual
services are
an opportunity for
those bereaved
by suicide
to know that
they are not alone
and are part of a
genuine and caring
community.”
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Loss to suicide is not an uncommon experience and one for which almost everyone
is unprepared. It’s always devastating, but can be even more disturbing if badly
dealt with and many Christian communities have found it extremely difficult to handle.
Our society is challenging the Christian community to find new ways of offering
welcome, ensuring the vulnerable feel safe and accepted within and outside family
groups and structures.
The annual services are an opportunity for those bereaved by suicide
to know that they are not alone and are part of a genuine and caring
community. If you have never attended one of our memorial events,
then I invite you to visit wesleymission.org.au to find an event near you.
Warmly yours,

Wesley Mission is a part of the Uniting Church in Australia.
Wesley Impact! is the magazine of Wesley Mission,
Sydney, and is a member of the Australasian Religious
Press Association. Articles from the magazine may be
reprinted with the permission of the publisher.

“Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have holes and birds
have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to
lay his head.’”

Rev Keith V Garner AM
Superintendent/CEO
Wesley Mission

Matthew 8:20
2
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illness, substance abuse, domestic
violence, acquired brain injury and the
cumulative impact of multiple
traumatic events,” said Mr Garner.

“We are giving
every individual
the quality of care
they deserve.”

Addressing

“Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge is not
generally the first stop for someone
who has just found themselves
without a safe place to live. It is often
more complicated than that.
To address these multiple needs we
must take a whole-person approach.

in the heart of Sydney

“First and foremost it’s about dignity
and hope. The accommodation we

homelessness

provide speaks of the value we see
in each person we meet. If the
environment is right and we add
tailored clinical and professional
expertise and collaboration with
other services to identify longer-term
housing solutions, we are giving
every individual the quality of care
they deserve.”
The building has remained largely
unchanged since the 1847 Wesleyan
Chapel on the site was redeveloped
into a homeless shelter in 1979.
The refurbishment has been
designed by architects Scott Carver
and integrates conservative changes
to the heritage-listed façade and
chapel with innovations in crisis
accommodation to vastly improve
how this essential service is provided.
The addition of ensuites means there
will be 40 large, self-contained

bedrooms, rather than the current
smaller, more basic rooms.
The upgrade is part of Wesley
Mission’s overarching strategy to
review its property portfolio and
enhance how the organisation
provides integrated solutions and
support across its broad network
of services.
“In Surry Hills, the upgrade will allow
us to focus on providing individualised,
comprehensive support to help each
person break the cycle of
homelessness and to reconnect into
society,” said Mr Garner.
“This is a real opportunity to
strengthen our place in the vibrant
community which has grown around
us and ultimately support our intent to
help people imagine a better future
and leave homelessness for good.”

In seeking to fulfil its mission to bring dignity and hope to
people in need, Wesley Mission is planning to upgrade its key
crisis accommodation service in Surry Hills.
A development application
has been lodged with Sydney
City Council for a complete
refurbishment of Wesley
Edward Eagar Lodge. The
upgrade will put people’s
needs at the forefront to
deliver individualised care
for some of the city’s most
vulnerable adults.
Wesley Mission CEO, the Rev Keith V
Garner AM said it was an achievement
to have operated this service in the
heart of the city for more than 40 years.
“Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge was
one of the first services to provide
private rooms in the same building for
women and men experiencing
4

homelessness and this upgrade,
which includes individual ensuite
rooms (two of which are designed to
accessible standards), continues this
evolution of care.
“We are delighted to demonstrate that
we not only have the commitment but
the capacity to plan for many more
years to come. This upgrade will allow
us the operational flexibility to better
manage the complex needs around
homelessness, to deliver improved
outcomes for the people we support.”
Mr Garner announced the new
name of the crisis accommodation
service will be the ‘Wesley Edward
Eagar Centre’. Wesley Mission has
launched a major fundraising appeal
to help raise $12 million to redevelop
the service.

“I am delighted that former Prime
Minister the Honourable John Howard
OAM AC has agreed to be patron of
the appeal,” said Mr Garner.
Wesley Mission expects the
improved privacy, security and level
of individualised care in the new
model will lead to shorter stays as
people are able to address crisis
needs more quickly.
Plans also include a second lift,
improved support facilities and a café
giving the entrance a more inviting
welcome, not only to clients but also
the broader community.
“Many of our clients may have been
experiencing homelessness for some
considerable time and bring with them
a range of needs, including mental

A café will give the entrance a more inviting welcome to clients and the broader community.

To make a donation to the Wesley Edward Eagar Centre Appeal, visit
wesleymission.org.au/edwardeagarproject
For further information about the planned upgrade, to view a fly-through of the proposed concept design or to learn
more about the history of Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge, visit wesleymission.org.au
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Tanya said people come to Wesley
Edward Eagar Lodge because there is
nowhere else for them to go. “They suffer
poverty and social isolation,” said Tanya.
Clients at Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge
receive assistance with applications for
housing and with referrals to counsellors
and GPs or even hospitals for checkups and treatment, and to all kinds of
other specialist services and social
venues – anywhere that’s helpful in
supporting forward movement, health
and wellbeing.

Working with
vulnerable people

is a matter
of trust
Andy Revill and Tanya
Haggett say they’re lucky
to be working at Wesley
Edward Eagar Lodge.
“I feel like we’re one big
family,” said Tanya.
“Residents say it’s the
best place they have been
to because there is no
judgement.”
Andy commenced with Wesley
Mission in 2013 as a caseworker in
Wesley Foster Care. He worked with
young people aged 12-18 who were
there because a foster care placement
or family unit had broken down.
“In 2017, I came to Wesley Edward
Eagar Lodge as a caseworker. After
12 months I was made Program
Practice Manager,” said Andy.
Tanya is Site and Operations
Coordinator. For eight years she
worked in Wesley Mission’s Aged
Care and Disability services,
coordinated early intervention
homelessness activities and various
other programs including
ParentsNext.
At Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge,
Tanya oversees the 24/7 operations
and building side of things. “I oversee
15 welfare and maintenance staff and
a housekeeper,” said Tanya.
6

Andy is responsible for all the care and
support needs of clients and oversees
the small team of caseworkers who
provide specialised support to people
living at Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge
and in many cases for considerable
periods after they leave.
Together they do all they can to make
sure that every move from Wesley
Edward Eagar Lodge is forward and
that the people they serve leave
homelessness for good.
There is a diverse range of residents.
“We try not to turn people away,”
said Andy.
“We are seeing an increase in women
in their 50s who have come to Wesley
Edward Eagar Lodge after a marriage
breakdown. Women are mostly
here because of family violence,”
said Tanya.
Andy said a lot of the skills he learned
from working with youth, he uses at
Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge.
“You build rapport with a person by
sharing your experiences,” said Andy.
“The only way to get their trust is by
giving a bit of yourself. You’re asking
them for a lot, so you’ve got to give
something back.”
A large proportion of people who
come to Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge
will experience difficulties with mental

health, some quite debilitating.
Almost all will be experiencing the
impacts of cumulative episodes of
trauma – certainly experienced upon
and since becoming homeless, but in
many cases also prior, and many
years prior, to becoming homeless.

“The only way to
get their trust is
by giving a bit of
yourself. You’re
asking them for
a lot, so you’ve
got to give
something back.”
“We do an assessment when people
book in,” said Andy. “We ask a lot of
questions about mental health and
alcohol, gambling and drug use.
Some issues can be identified [at the
time] but with others we might not find
out… for two [or even more] weeks.
“We have to be non-judgemental.
Clients would see it a mile off.
Confidentiality is essential. We need
consent to disclose anything that is
told to us in a private discussion.”

“Wesley Mission has a ‘no wrong door
policy’,” Tanya said. “This means that
everyone who approaches us, whether
we have vacant rooms or not, receives
a service. If we’re unable to meet the
need ourselves, we do our best to find
somewhere that can.”
‘Sorry, there’s no room at the inn, doesn’t
cut it.’
The length of stay is usually up to three
months, but we don’t pull the rug out
from under people. For one person a
few nights is too long. For another, three
months is only scratching the surface.
“We will do whatever needs to be
done,” Andy said. “There is a community
within Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge, but
there has to be motivation to help
people to move forward. People write
letters thanking us when they leave, and
some people come back to visit.

History of
Wesley Edward
Eagar Lodge
Since its earliest foundations Wesley Mission has brought relief and
hope to people in need.
As far back as 1819, support has been provided to people
experiencing homelessness in Sydney. In the 1930s, Wesley
Mission provided shelter in the form of the Sydney Night Refuge.
In the 1960s, a small congregation of mostly homeless men grew
up around a young female minister and the church opened its
doors as a day centre and then looked to provide accommodation.
In 1979, a seven-storey building was added above the old Wesleyan
Chapel with its heritage-listed and well-known sandstone facade to
become the service as we know it today, Wesley Edward Eagar
Lodge. It was the first residential facility in Sydney to offer men and
women experiencing homelessness individual, secure rooms.
Much like Wesley Mission itself, Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge has
its roots as both a congregation and community service.
A place of connection and shelter, Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge
continues to provide meals and accommodation for men and
women seven days a week, 52 weeks a year.
It’s also a place where people can receive support for mental
health and addictions, education to manage finances and pastoral
care. Learning to reconnect with family and community to ensure
their next move is forward.
Decades of use have taken a toll on the building and the upgrade
will ensure that the new Wesley Edward Eagar Centre is better
equipped to meet the needs of those we help for years to come.

“We are working with vulnerable people
who lay their souls in front of you. This is
because they trust you. It’s a trust we
dare not take for granted.”
This openness is reflected in an account
Andy shares of playing a round of golf
with strangers. “One of the men opened
up about his depression when he heard I
worked at Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge,”
said Andy. “Men don’t talk; he had never
shared this before. Sometimes people
just want someone to listen.
“For a long time, mental health has
not had a voice, but it’s starting to
get louder.”
The Central Methodist Mission Men’s Hostel brought relief and hope.
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purpose and, for a number of years, we have been considering how we should
address this situation.
Wesley Mission has launched the Wesley Edward Eagar Centre Appeal and I am
delighted that former Prime Minister the Hon John Howard OAM AC has agreed
to be its patron. The appeal will help to raise $12 million to redevelop our crisis
accommodation service.
When completed, a newly refurbished six-level building will serve to restore hope
and dignity to some of Sydney’s most vulnerable women and men. Please join
me as you consider supporting the Wesley Edward Eagar Centre Appeal.

Wesley Edward
Eagar Centre
Appeal launched

God has blessed our work in this area over many years and this is the time to
see this work move to its next phase of Christian service, offering friendship and
the highest standards of professional support.
Yours in Christ,
Rev Dr Keith V Garner AM

Since I took on the Christian
leadership of Wesley Mission, there
has been no area of work that has
concerned me more than the issue of
homelessness. The total number of
those who are homeless in Australia
has increased to over 116,000
women, men and children every night.

to the stories, alongside offering
practical help. I think it is fair to say
that Wesley Mission has a deep
knowledge of homelessness and
provides clients with support from
counsellors, health and wellbeing
specialists and social services
partners, without judgement.

I have been a supporter of Wesley Mission for many years. I have always
admired the work they do alongside some of those most in need in our community.
There are many reasons that contribute to homelessness and seeking the
specialist help Wesley Mission provides. The scarcity of affordable housing,
poverty, financial crisis and mental illness are among the major factors.

Over the years, I have visited,
conducted worship services,
celebrated special events at this
facility and have come to appreciate
the high-quality care that our people
bring in this setting. The current
building has been largely unaltered
since the 1970s. It’s no longer fit for
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Partnering with a trusted organisation such as Wesley Mission
means that we unite forces to support Australians in
their greatest need.
I have accepted the invitation to be the patron of the Wesley
Edward Eagar Centre Appeal, and I encourage you to join me.

$4,281,680

raised so far

Together we can achieve so much more.

$4,000,000

Dr Keith Suter
Over 10 years ago, I read a lecture about a group of common Christian
people who decided to play their part regarding the issue of homelessness.
Their actions resulted in great change in the 1930s and subsequent years.
Unfortunately, today the issue of homelessness is growing in Australia,
with nearly 1 in 200 Australians experiencing homelessness each night.
Wesley Mission has been a lifeline to people in need for over 200 years, with
specialists in homelessness services helping to provide relief to people in
their darkest hour.

Behind the figures lie countless stories
of the difficult experiences of these
people. There are all too many
accounts of lives that involve drug and
alcohol addiction, mental illness and
family violence.
At the Wesley Edward Eagar Centre in
Surry Hills, we have learned to listen

$8,000,000

The Hon John Howard OAM AC

A message from the
Rev Dr Keith V Garner AM

Each year, increasing
numbers of women
and men experiencing
homelessness are seeking
help from Wesley Mission.

$12,000,000

This is why I am supporting this exceptional project to redevelop
Wesley Edward Eagar Centre and I invite you to be part of the solution.

A garden with city views will be a breath of fresh air.

To make a donation to the Wesley Edward Eagar Centre Appeal, visit
wesleymission.org.au/edwardeagarproject
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daughter. It was her belief in him that
kept him going and he cherished
those moments when his daughter
came to visit.

more complicated than that. To
address these multiple needs, we
must take a whole-person approach,”
said Mr Garner.

“She’s all I wanted. If it wasn’t for her,
I wouldn’t have cared,” he said. “She
knew that I could get through it. She
said, ‘It’s alright daddy, I know you’re
tough, you’ll get through it’.”

The team from Wesley Specialist
Homelessness Services put a plan
into action to help Greg transition out
of homelessness. They helped
him obtain identification, access
Centrelink benefits and Medicare,
and they provided him transitional
housing in partnership with Wesley
Community Housing.

And she was right. Greg started to
believe in himself. He no longer
wanted the life he was currently living
and went looking for Jess – a Wesley
Mission caseworker he’d heard about
from a friend.
“Our team was going to an
appointment near the Newtown
Neighbourhood Centre when Greg
approached us,” explained Jess. “Our
first impression of Greg was that he
was open to support and he was
ready – ready to change his
circumstances and ready to move on.”

Walking into Greg’s house, his art wall immediately stands out.
But instead of paintings of famous landmarks, it’s his 13-year-old
daughter’s artwork he’s kept over the years.
His daughter means
everything to him. She’s
the reason why Greg ‘got
his life back together’.
But it’s not just his words that reveal
this, it’s the collection of memorabilia
he’s safeguarded during his years
living on Sydney’s streets. He’s kept
every one of her paintings and
proudly shows off a recent drawing
his daughter created of them
together. It was his birthday gift.
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47-year-old father of one to the streets.
His daughter was two at the time.
“When I was about 14, I started using
drugs… pot and acid and beer,”
explained Greg who’s been clean
since the start of 2019. “I came to
Sydney and found pills. Then I found
ice, and the ice took over.”
For 18 months, Greg didn’t have a
home. At first his relatives paid for
accommodation at backpacker
hostels and hotels, but eventually he
ended up on the streets of the city
and Newtown.

Almost a decade ago, Greg’s life
spiralled out of control after becoming
addicted to ice. After he dislocated
his shoulder and was unable to
continue working as a barista, his
finances became strained.

“I didn’t think my family would let it
happen (sleeping rough),” said Greg.
“But I think they’d had enough of the
ice addict who chose drugs over pain.”

A relationship breakup sent this

Greg would stay awake for ten days

at a time. It wasn’t until he overcame
his crippling ice addiction that he was
able to sleep. “Once I stopped using,
sleep just came,” he said.
Greg said he wouldn’t have survived
on the streets without the generosity
of the Newtown community. “Newtown
was compassionate, and I was safe
there,” he said.
He would often wake to discover
money had been left in his bag and
there were shopkeepers he could rely
on for food. Greg found his ‘street
family’ and never felt alone because
he was continually surrounded by
peers who offered advice on
surviving on the streets.
Greg’s determination to turn his life
around was motivated by his

Looking for Jess was the best
decision Greg ever made. It was the
turning point that changed his life.
“I didn’t know who Jess was. I didn’t
even know what Wesley Mission
was,” he said.
“Jess has stayed by me. Listened to
me when I was talking rubbish. Knew
when to make me do the stuff that I
needed to… she didn’t run away. She
was there the next week, and the
next week, and the next. Jess helped
me to trust people. I figured if I could
trust one person, I could trust others.”
Jess is part of the Wesley Specialist
Homelessness Services team that
supports individuals like Greg who
are experiencing homelessness. After
meeting Jess, Greg spent two weeks
at Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge in
crisis accommodation.
Wesley Mission CEO, the Rev Keith V
Garner AM, said this support service
for women and men has been
operating in the heart of the city for
more than 40 years.
“Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge is not
generally the first stop for someone
who has just found themselves
without a safe place to live. It is often

“Having my
daughter here
has been an
integral part of
making this place
a home.”
Thanks to Wesley Community
Housing, Greg has a one-bedroom
unit in inner-west Sydney that he calls
home. Most importantly, he has a safe
place where his daughter can visit.
“Having my daughter here has been
an integral part of making this place a
home,” he said smiling.
Jess said it had been good to watch
Greg start to achieve his goals. “One
of Greg’s biggest goals was to have
somewhere where his daughter
could stay.”
While Greg is grateful to have a roof
over his head, initially he struggled
with adjusting to his new home.
When Greg was handed the keys to
his apartment, he left and went back
to his Newtown ‘street family’.
“I found it lonely the first few weeks,”
shared Greg. “I was used to people
being around me all the time. It took
time to get used to it. Remembering
to lock the door when you go out,
turning off taps and lights.”
Wesley Community Housing
community engagement officer, Leisa

said hearing Greg’s story was
encouraging. “Hearing him say that
having somebody knock on the door
was a strange thing. Being
somewhere by himself was unusual.
You think providing people with a
property is great, which it is, but that
can present other little challenges.
Greg has done really well.”
Greg has been in his new home for
several months and enjoys waking up
to the fresh air and silence.
“I like the peacefulness. I can’t hear
the city. I don’t hear garbage trucks
and buses all day long. It’s nice to
have everything open and the wind
blowing. I can smell the trees again.
“I’m glad I’m not sleeping rough
anymore. I’m glad I’ve got somewhere
to stay and just relax for a while and
chill out and figure out what I want to
do to get my life back on track.
“I couldn’t have done it without Wesley
Mission and I couldn’t have done it
without Jess. Everyone says I did it
myself but if Wesley Mission and Jess
and everyone there hadn’t been who
they were, I wouldn’t have spoken to
another social worker again.”
Greg has made steps towards
securing a new future for himself and
his daughter. He is passionate about
helping his ‘street family’ and
recently took part in the Newtown
Neighbourhood Centre sleepout
fundraiser and volunteered for the
City of Sydney Street Count of people
who are experiencing homelessness.
Greg also volunteers at Newtown
Mission, a church which offers
practical support to Sydney’s inner
west community. For years Greg went
to Newtown Mission for free food.
Now he is giving back, serving meals
and attending church each week.
Greg said he’s slowly discovering his
own personal faith – something he
would have never considered if it
wasn’t for the kindness and
acceptance he received from Wesley
Mission and the Newtown Mission
community.
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The importance of home
to Jesus Christ

Discipleship
under testing
conditions
with the Rev Keith V Garner AM

Matthew 8:18-22
Jesus was always aware of what was
happening around him and, on this
particular occasion, he ordered the
disciples to go to the opposite side of
the lake. A teacher of the law
approached him and confidently
declared, “Teacher, I will follow you
wherever you go.” (v.19) This was a
bold statement and yet it is an
interesting response to the person
and message of Jesus Christ.
The journey to the other side of the
lake does not take place immediately
and tension is created for two different
people who are seeking to understand
the purposes of Jesus. One is a
teacher and the other is a disciple,
who has good intentions but also
additional responsibilities following the
death of his father. I will concentrate
upon the teacher of the law who
came to Jesus.
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The declaration by the scribe makes
him sound like an ideal disciple.
However, he chooses to address

Jesus as “teacher” which is a title
used in Matthew’s Gospel by those
who challenge Jesus (12:38; 17:24;
19:16; 22:16).
“Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have holes
and birds have nests, but the Son
of Man has no place to lay his
head.’ ” (Matthew 8:20)

The call to a
different lifestyle
The whole of the Christian pilgrimage
is a call to a new way and, from the
earliest days, this was so but not
everyone understood the full
implication of its meaning.
Stanley P Saunders, in exploring this
account in relation to the demands of
discipleship, asks the question, “Does
he really intend to follow Jesus
wherever he goes, even now across
the Sea of Galilee and beyond that to
Jerusalem and the cross?” 1
Unlike the fishermen (4:18-22) or the
tax collector (9:9), he is not responding

to a specific call of Jesus Christ.
Perhaps he has his own agenda and
the fact that the word “follow” is upon
his lips may be an indication of the
desire to have Jesus as his mentor.
However, in this account we have
a picture of what discipleship might
be like. Jesus points out that following
him will involve hardship, insecurity
and perhaps even the anxiety of
having no fixed place to live. For Jesus,
admiration will not suffice. As Michael
Green put it, “Discipleship demands
sterner stuff: blood, tears, toil, sweat.
Is he prepared for the cost?” 2
Jesus is looking for followers who will
stick to the task they have been given.
Put in the context of the gospel, it has
been a demanding time and it could
be argued that he wanted to avoid
what Stephen Dray described as “an
over-enthusiastic response to his
ministry”. 3 Jesus Christ calls his
followers to a challenging and
altogether costly discipleship.

In an edition of Wesley Impact! where
we have intentionally focused upon
homelessness, it is interesting to
reflect on the significance of “home”.
So, what does that mean for Jesus
Christ himself? Whenever I have
studied the Bible with a group of
young people, I have often asked,
“Where was Jesus’ home?” And I
receive many different replies!
Naturally, some say Israel/Palestine,
while others are more specific in
naming the Galilee, and a few might
declare towns such as Bethlehem or
Nazareth to be his home. The best
answer would be Capernaum but, to
be true to the New Testament, we
recognise that his home was with
people and wherever folks were in
need. Saunders went on to refer to
him very directly as One who was “a
vagabond, moving with the vast sea
of dispossessed and marginal people
in the hinterlands of the Roman
Empire”. He then goes on to ask the
question, “Does the scribe really want
to follow this one?” 4
Jesus is persistent in his call of people
and, from this understanding, there
has grown a sense of itinerancy in
relation to ministry. If we are
concerned to reach out to those who
are at risk of homelessness, we must
avoid the temptation to romanticise or
idealise the ministry of Jesus. The
purpose of Jesus’ willingness to be
without a permanent home is for the
sake of witness. It does, however,
help us to feel comfortable in
supporting the homeless as a major
emphasis of our mission and ministry.
All too often, the Christian community
is swift to express platitudes about the
prevailing social and political matters
of the day. For us, the model of
discipleship that we see in Jesus Christ
is at one with our concern to be
engaged in the issues that confront a
great city like Sydney and indeed
other cities across the world.

When we explore the gospel tradition
we find in the New Testament, we
cannot ignore the fact that, by his
actions and his words, Jesus called
into question many of the current
conventions of his day. This conflict is
succinctly explored by Graham
Stanton, “Equally radical in its
rejection of part of the law of Moses is
the insistence of Jesus that
discipleship involves an urgency and a
commitment to God’s kingly rule”. 5

A radical departure from
the human obsession
with material possessions
As we have recently launched a major
financial appeal to raise funds for the
complete redevelopment of our
homeless centre in Surry Hills, I have
been searching my own mind to find
words that I feel are appropriate to
share this need with the wider
community. It helps enormously to
know that Jesus Christ has a very
special place for those in need of his
compassionate care.
The immediacy and urgency of the
call of Jesus Christ is embodied in the
words “Follow me”. This is a call that
makes a claim upon the life of any
potential disciple. There can be no
obligation, no matter how reasonable
and justified, that must take
precedence over this call. This is what
led one writer to conclude that
“discipleship demands radical rending
from the fabric of the world”. 6
Matthew describes the boarding of
the boat on Galilee as capturing the
core of what “following” means for
the disciples. This passage would
gently remind all of us what happens
as they journey to the other side of
the lake: the disciples are alarmed as
they face a furious storm (8:23-27).
Jesus is asleep in the boat and,
when the disciples wake him, he
accuses them of fright or cowardice
or, even more poignant, of having
“little faith”. These responses of
self-concern and fear are not unlike
the self-protection frequently
observed in our own generation.

To follow Jesus Christ is a calling
which will require identifying with
those who are most in need in our
contemporary communities. Eduard
Schweizer, in his splendid commentary
on Matthew, reminds us, “The blunt
demands of Jesus at the beginning
summon people to that poverty in
which they can really hear for the first
time his promise of salvation and
his invitation”. 7
As we at Wesley Mission face the
challenge of building a community
where those who have least are made
a priority, it is wonderful to be able to
turn to the heart of the gospel and see
that Jesus Christ has demonstrated to
us a unique concern for those most
in need.
N T Wright considers the whole
section in Matthew Chapter 8 and
writes, “Jesus’ sovereign authority
sweeps on through this story like a
fresh wind coming through the
window and turning all the papers
upside down”. 8
As Jesus meets and confronts early
would-be followers, his solemn
warning to them and to us is that
disciples must be prepared to follow
him wherever he goes and to be
faithful in whatever he calls them to
do. As we follow Jesus today, do we
really grasp what we are letting
ourselves in for?

Rev Keith V Garner AM
1.	Saunders, Stanley P, Preaching the Gospel
of Matthew – Proclaiming God’s Presence,
WJK, p.67.
2.	Green, Michael, Matthew for Today, Hodder &
Stoughton, p.99.
3.	Dray, Stephen, Discovering Matthew’s Gospel,
Crossway Books, p.97.
4.	Saunders, Stanley P, Preaching the Gospel of
Matthew – Proclaiming God’s Presence,
WJK, p.68
5.	Stanton, Graham N, The Gospels and Jesus,
Oxford, p.247.
6.	Saunders, Stanley P, Preaching the Gospel of
Matthew – Proclaiming God’s Presence,
WJK, p.68
7.	Schweizer, Eduard, The Good News According
to Matthew, John Knox Press, p.222.
8.	Wright, N T, Matthew For Everyone – Part 1,
WJK, p.87.
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Heroes United to raise funds for
Wesley Mission

A lasting tribute to
Wesley Taylor Narrabeen residents

Four stories of survival
and bravery recently
moved a room of
donors to give $168,000
for Wesley Mission’s
homeless services,
including crisis
accommodation at
the Wesley Edward
Eagar Centre.

“Lights, camera, action!”

Acclaimed journalist and ABC TV
host, Leigh Sales was joined by
Wesley Mission’s CEO, the Rev Keith
V Garner AM at Wesley Mission’s
annual fundraising luncheon, Heroes
United on 25 June at Doltone
House, Sydney.
For ten years Heroes United has
brought together Australians from
the corporate, sporting and
entertainment worlds to raise
much-needed funds for Wesley
Homeless Services.
Leigh Sales interviewed four
community heroes, Ben Farinazzo,
Dana Vulin, Todd Russell and Louisa
Hope. Each shared their story of
overcoming adversity and how they
found hope not only to survive but
thrive in their lives. Despite experiencing

For Wesley Taylor Narrabeen
residents, these words echoed
through the halls of their aged care
facility when it was turned into a film
studio on 7 June. For this joint
initiative between Wesley Residential
Care and Collaroy Plateau Public
School, students from the primary
school interviewed residents
on camera.
Four Australian heroes helped raise funds for Wesley Mission (from left): Louisa
Hope, Ben Farinazzo, Dana Vulin and Todd Russell.

traumatic life events, they have each
moved forward with a great joy
for life and are passionate about
inspiring others.
Dana, who was doused in methylated
spirits and set alight by a stalker who
broke into her apartment, suffered
third degree burns to two-thirds of
her body. She now dedicates her
time to sharing her inspiring story.
“I started being that hope for others
and that fed me and empowered
me,” said Dana.
Louisa was held hostage for 16
hours during the 2014 Lindt Café

siege and sustained a bullet wound
to her foot. She has since launched
the Louisa Hope Fund for nurses to
raise funds for medical grants,
equipment, education and research.
“I have a deep conviction that all
things work together for good,”
said Louisa.
Mr Garner said the stories the heroes
shared were truly inspiring. “The
luncheon was a significant event,
which helped to highlight the
importance of our mission to people
who are experiencing homelessness,”
said Mr Garner.
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A Hollywood-style red carpet premier
was held on 3 July at a cinema in
Warriewood. Residents were escorted
down the red carpet by their
interviewers and paused in front of
the media wall to allow the awaiting
paparazzi to snap a few shots before
settling into the cinema.

Many laughs and even a few tears
were shed by the assembled family,
friends, Wesley Mission staff,
students, parents and teachers.
A second filming day was held on
1 July at Wesley Tebbutt Dundas in
partnership with Pacific Hills Christian
School. To watch Tell Your Story, visit
youtube.com/WesleyMissionSydney

The interviews not only gave Wesley
Taylor Narrabeen residents a
‘Hollywood-esque experience’ but a
lasting tribute to their incredible lives.
The interviews were combined to
create one film titled Tell Your Story.
“I barely slept, and then I couldn’t
decide what to wear,” said a resident
while waiting in the green room.
“Hopefully they can fix me up in hair
and makeup,” she joked with the
production crew.
A unique dynamic formed between
the lived experience of residents
and the enthusiastic innocence
of students who asked a variety

Collaroy Plateau Public School students interview Wesley Taylor Narrabeen
residents on camera.

Wesley Wills Days

Memorial service honours
those who have passed away
whilst facing homelessness

Professional Wills for just $60*
Thursday 31 October - Campbelltown CBD
Bookings are essential.
Book online at wesleymission.org.au/wills
WWD1920_1909

An annual service to remember those who have passed
away whilst experiencing homelessness was hosted by
Wesley Mission Chaplain, Michael Tang on 9 August at
Shannon Reserve in Surry Hills, Sydney. Through lighting
a candle or hanging a name on a remembrance string,
the service was an opportunity to remember those
people who society too often forgets.

of questions from discovering the
residents’ life journeys to eliciting
advice for living well.

For more information call 9263 5548
or email willsdays@wesleymission.org.au
All funds received will help support the work of Wesley Mission.
*Complex Wills extra
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Wesley Out of School Hours opens at
Epping West Public School
North west Sydney
parents who struggle to
balance work while
caring for their children,
now have access to
before and after school
care, due to the opening
of a new building at
Epping West on 31 July.
The number of students enrolled at
Epping West Public School has
grown significantly in recent years
and so has the need for care outside
of school hours. Wesley Mission has
invested $450,000 into the new
building to accommodate 65 children
with a further 142 housed in additional
rooms at the school. Currently, 80
children are attending before school

care and 190 in after school care at
Wesley Out of School Hours (OOSH)
Epping West. A further 90 children
are also accessing vacation care
during the school holidays.

Changing lives, one tax return at a time
A new tax clinic is
changing the lives of
Wesley Mission clients
experiencing financial
difficulty.

Quality care is the highest priority for
both Wesley OOSH and the staff at
Epping West Public School. At the
building opening, Principal Therese
Hinder said this partnership will now
enable their students to receive
consistent education and care
across all school programs.

In a partnership between Wesley
Mission and the University of New
South Wales (UNSW), students of
UNSW School of Taxation and
Business Law have been assisting
clients with tax issues and overdue
tax returns.

“Family life today is complex… it’s
often a juggling act with children,”
said Wesley Mission CEO, the Rev
Keith V Garner AM
at the building
opening. “Wesley
Mission is stepping
into that space and
saying, we want to
be there to provide
an engaging
environment for
children that
enables them to
The new Wesley Out of School Hours building will offer
grow into confident
before and after school care at Epping West Public School.
young people.”

Since 17 June this year, eligible
clients have been referred to the tax
clinic from Wesley Community Legal
Service, Wesley Financial
Counselling and Wesley Gambling
Counselling. Many have at least eight
years of incomplete tax returns.
“I am delighted that we are engaging
with this issue, and through this
partnership we are helping to change
lives,” said Wesley Mission CEO, the
Rev Dr Keith V Garner AM.

For many who walk
through Wesley Mission’s
doors seeking financial
assistance, completing tax
returns is often a stepping
stone to financial
independence.
“Wesley Mission’s financial
counsellors assist our
clients with credit and debt
issues, bankruptcy and
with gaining government benefits,”
explained Jodie Rollason, Principal
Solicitor, Wesley Community Legal
Service.
“Many clients struggle with mental
health issues and with limited funds,
the money goes on food and living
expenses with no additional money
for taxation assistance.”
Recently the tax clinic assisted a
single father struggling with mental
health issues who had 12 years of
overdue tax returns. Not only is he
now up to date on his taxes, the tax

clinic was able to obtain a $6,500
refund from the Australian Tax Office.
“That sort of outcome is what we live
for,” said Dr Ann Kayis-Kumar, Senior
Lecturer, School of Taxation and
Business Law UNSW and tax clinic
co-founder and course convenor.
“Not only can we assist someone
with tax compliance, but also help
improve their quality of life.”
The tax clinic is a 12-month pilot
being funded by the Australian
Government.

Methodist International Church flourishes in Hong Kong
“On our arrival, we passed through
thousands of peaceful protesters,”
said Mr Garner. “This unrest did
not develop overnight, but rather
tension has been building over
many weeks, made worse by the
Extradition Law proposed by Hong
Kong’s CEO. We had the
opportunity to talk with people of
many different perspectives, and
there is no doubt that this is a
complex matter.
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preached on the theme ‘Preparing
for Mission’, across several
services held at the Methodist
International Church in their newly
established building and led four
teach-ins at the church’s Summer
Bible School.

Our online store is now open 24/7
so that you can shop anytime and anywhere.
º

Featuring popular DVD series:
“I have immense regard for
the work of the Rev Keith
Garner and Wesley Mission.
In this video Keith explores
the Christian faith which is
the basis for so much of the
community and welfare work
conducted by the Wesley
Mission.”

Questions about the life and
impact of Jesus Christ

Hon John Howard OM AC,
Prime Minister of Australia
(1996 – 2007)

Questions about the life and
impact of Jesus Christ

Presented by Keith Garner

The Sea of Galilee is shaped like a harp. It’s just 21 kilometers long, 13
kilometers at its widest and lies 200 meters below sea level, with an average
depth of just 25 meters.
In the first century, there were over 200 towns and villages around the Sea
of Galilee, and over 250 boats fished its waters. The Galilee was a great
agricultural area and was the setting for much of the mission of Jesus Christ.
In this series, Keith Garner seeks to explore the ministry of Jesus in the context
of first century life, and visits the towns and cities that Jesus called his home.
Jesus questioned much of first century life and called followers then as he does
now. His teachings remain meaningful today. Join Keith on his travels around
Galilee as he asks questions which have stood the test of time.

Keith Garner is the head of Wesley
Mission. Since he arrived in 2005 he has
hosted the weekly television program
Wesley Impact! Keith is the host of this
inspiring six part series and is widely
known as an engaging communicator.

Credits

A Wesley Mission Production
Host: Keith Garner
Series Producer/Director: Richard Attieh
Directory of Photography: Mick Eady
Sound Design: Trevor Beck
Post Production: David Forsyth
© Wesley Mission, 2018

“This is a refreshing first-hand
look at the life and ministry
of Jesus Christ in the Galilee.
Keith is not afraid to challenge
in areas which can be easily
overlooked by the Christian
community today.”
Rev Loraine N Mellor, President of the
British Methodist Conference 2017-18

“This is an insightful series
which explores the context of
biblical narrative in the first
century, and allows viewers to
draw their own conclusions as
to the significance of the life
and teaching of Jesus Christ.”
Bishop Ivan M Abrahams,
General Secretary
World Methodist Council

Presented by Keith Garner

During a visit to Hong Kong by the
Rev Keith V Garner AM and his
wife, Carol in August, Wesley
Mission’s Superintendent and CEO
spent time ministering to Hong
Kong’s Methodist International
Church communities. Mr Garner

“The Christian influence in Hong
Kong remains strong and our
Methodist Church has continued
to exercise its most effective
ministry of kindly influence in the
community.”

Looking for your favourite DVD from Wesley Mission?

Presented by Keith Garner

Episodes 1-3

Features

Nazareth | Capernaum | Tiberias
Magdala | The Sea of Galilee
6 x 26min episodes
(total running time: 156 mins)
All Region DVD

Six episodes filmed in the Galilee

Shop now at
wesleymission.org.au/wesleygiftstore
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City2Surf runners raise more than $10,000
Thanks to a team of
Wesley Mission City2Surf
runners and walkers,
over $10,000 has been
raised to support
people experiencing
homelessness.
On 11 August, 23 Wesley Mission
supporters, volunteers and staff,
braved the chilly weather to run or
walk the 14 kilometre route from
Hyde Park in Sydney’s CBD to Bondi

Beach. Their incredible fundraising
efforts will go towards funding
Wesley Homeless Services, including
crisis accommodation at the Wesley
Edward Eagar Centre.
Belle Sattout, an Ernst & Young
employee, signed up for City2Surf
after getting involved with corporate
volunteering at Wesley Mission.
“I decided to help sponsor and raise
money doing the City2Surf… I’m
surprised that I did it to be honest.
It was amazing and I’m really thankful

for everyone who organised it,”
said Belle.
Wesley Mission Fundraising
Coordinator, Stavroula Dunkerley
said she had to dig deep to finish,
but the feeling afterwards made it
worthwhile.
“What motivates me is seeing the
work we do for people experiencing
homelessness. On cold nights, my
thoughts go out to people who have
no home,” said Stavroula.

Suicide Memorial Services offer support,
comfort and hope
People who had been
impacted by the death
of a loved one or friend
by suicide came together
to remember and grieve
at memorial services held
in Darwin and Sydney
recently.
Wesley LifeForce Suicide Memorial
Services are an opportunity for
people to share their sorrow in a
spirit of comfort, support and hope,
and to honour the memory of their
loved ones.
Services include a message from the
CEO/Superintendent of Wesley
Mission, the Rev Keith V Garner AM,
a musical performance, shared
stories of hope and opportunities to
remember, encourage and support
each other.

Wesley Mission City2Surf runners include (from left): Karen Boer, Jay Ng, David Allen, Stavroula Dunkerley, Miriam Valero,
Benito Lopez, Bella Sattout, Nick Backo, Scott Kidson, Sarah Roebuck, Angus Roebuck and Emily Roebuck.

Rev Keith Garner’s royal Tongan visit
Wesley Mission Superintendent and
CEO, the Rev Keith V Garner AM and
his wife Carol visited Tonga in June.
Mr Garner said he was honoured to be invited to
preach at an ordination service at the Free Wesleyan
Church. The church was full to overflowing with more
than 2,000 worshippers.
Tonga’s royal family have been connected closely with
the church since 1845. During their visit, Mr and Mrs
Mr and Mrs Garner with Crown Prince Tupout’a
’Ulukalala and Crown Princess Sinaitakala Fakafanua.
Garner met the Royal Princess of Tonga, Salote
Pilolevu Tuita and attended the 60th birthday
celebration for the King of Tonga, Tupou VI. At the reception, they met members of the royal family, including the
Crown Prince of Tonga, Tupout’a ’Ulukalala and his wife, the Crown Princess of Tonga, Sinaitakala Fakafanua.
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Mr Garner said the loss by suicide
is a devastating experience. “The
grief associated with suicide is
complex and very difficult. Family
members and friends can feel
abandoned or rejected. Myriad
questions often remain unanswered
and, unfortunately, stigma remains,”
said Mr Garner.

Mr Garner interviewed Jana Hopkins, who provides support for those bereaved
by suicide.

“Our society is challenging the
Christian community to find new
ways of offering welcome, ensuring
the vulnerable feel safe and accepted
within and outside family groups and
structures.
“For over 35 years, I have been
involved in helping families and
friends who experience the loss of
suicide – and they need our thoughts
and prayers.”
The annual services are an
opportunity for those bereaved by
suicide to know that they are not
alone and are part of a genuine and

caring community. Upcoming
services will be held in Newcastle
and in Hobart. For event details, visit
wesleymission.org.au
People attending the services are
invited to add a message to the
Wesley LifeForce Memorial Wall at
each event, or to share a message
on the online memorial wall at
wesleymission.org.au/memorial-wall
People who have been impacted by
suicide can contact Lifeline, a
24-hour Telephone Crisis Support
service on 13 11 14.

Help save lives
Become a Lifeline Volunteer Telephone
Crisis Supporter
Somewhere in Australia there is a new call to Lifeline every minute.
Lifeline volunteers answer more than 900,000 calls a year.

Apply now to Lifeline Sydney & Sutherland
sydney@wesleymission.org.au
(02) 8922 9097

lifelinesydney.org
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Wesley
Edward
Eagar
Centre
Appeal

$12,000,000

$8,000,000

$4,281,680

raised so far

Together we can provide
a safe place that restores
hope and dignity to
people experiencing
homelessness.

Please donate generously today
Scan this code with
your mobile device
to donate now.

$4,000,000

