
Wesley Community Housing provides suitable, 
sustainable and secure accommodation, so people 
can live independent, happy and fulfilled lives. They 
manage over 300 tenancies throughout New South 
Wales in Sydney, the Central Coast and Newcastle, 
supporting individuals, families, young people, 
people who are ageing, and people with disability.

As well as providing various forms of community 
housing, they also recognise the importance of helping 
their tenants to strengthen other areas of their lives. As 
many of those in community housing are not employed 
or volunteering, Wesley Community Housing regularly 
works alongside key partners to provide courses and 
training that could support their tenants in building 
valuable life skills.

Horticulture Course
In August 2019, Wesley Community Housing teamed 
up with Wesley Training to run a short training course in 
Gardening. Tenants attended this 2-day practical course 
to learn introductory-level skills to work in gardens and 
with plants. 

Topics covered included: 
• how to take care of plants 
• how to improve soils
• how to utilise tools and fertilizers 
• techniques around staking and pruning. 

The day took tenants who had very little knowledge 
of gardening, to a point where they were confidently 
building flourishing garden beds and flower boxes. 
As part of the training, Wesley Gardening did a 
demonstration on using equipment, which presented an 
opportunity for tenants who wanted to volunteer with 
Wesley Gardening on a regular basis. Liverpool Council 
also generously donated worm farms and other local 
businesses delivered soil and food for lunch.

Many of the tenants with Wesley Community Housing 
experience severe social anxiety, so for them to 
come out of their properties and socialise in this way 
was a brilliant step. Despite this challenge, many of 
the tenants returned on the second day. One tenant 
was so eager to participate that she travelled from 
Carlingford via public transport. This demonstration of 
personal growth really proved the importance of Wesley 
Community Housing’s initiative to introduce their 
tenants to more recreational activities.

Wesley Community Housing 
partners with Wesley Training

Do all the good you can  
because every life matters
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Ernst & Young Volunteering Day
In October 2019, Ernst & Young did their second 
volunteering day at Harrison Street. The volunteers 
supported the maintenance and polishing-up of the 
outdoor garden areas of the property. As a thank you 
to the corporate partners, the Botanic Gardens were 
onsite at Harrison Street at an earlier date, teaching the 
tenants how to put together succulents that were later 
gifted to the Ernst & Young corporate partners.

Botanic Gardens Session
In addition to the Harrison Street project, Wesley 
Community Housing has another project in Newcastle. 
A horticulturalist from the Botanic Gardens works with 
Wesley Community Housing tenants on the gardens 
at James Street Windale and Fowler Street Hamilton 
South. The first session started with the construction of 
a native garden and an insect hotel at Windale, and a 
veggie patch at Hamilton South.

The integration of these services to deliver a meaningful 
initiative is something Wesley Community Housing 
hopes to continue, as teaming up with other service 
areas and external partners supports their tenants in 
building valuable life skills and reduces isolation.

Feedback
These days received fantastic feedback from the 
Wesley Community Housing tenants. 

One of the tenants, who travelled from a neighbouring 
property commented, “thank you for the opportunity 
to do the course and being good to me”. 

Another tenant said, “thanks again for the last 
two days, for motivating me to get out. It’s what I 
needed for sure.” 

All those who partook in the training course positively 
responded to the introduction of this new community-
friendly skill and are looking forward to future activities.

These partnerships are an excellent illustration of how 
various programs and service areas at Wesley Mission 
work collaboratively to provide more holistic services to 
their clients, while keeping in mind their client’s greater 
needs and ambitions. 

 

“thank you for 
the opportunity 
to do the course 
and being good 
to me”.

“thanks again 
for the last 
two days, for 
motivating me 
to get out. It’s 
what I needed 
for sure.”


